The cancer anorexia-cachexia syndrome.
The cancer anorexia-cachexia syndrome is one of the most common causes of death among cancer patients and is present in 80% at death. It is a complex example of metabolic chaos effecting protein, carbohydrate, and fat metabolism. Tumors produce both direct and indirect abnormalities, resulting in anorexia and weight loss. The disease burden does not correlate with the degree of cachexia. Although there is no treatment to control or reverse the process, appetite stimulants may promote increased food intake and enhance quality of life.